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A very warm welcome to WMDF 006. We are pleased to bring
you yet another diverse and exciting line up, more visual arts,
and a continued co-location with the Mogu Mogu Festival
offering yet “More Goods and More Gourmet” from around the
world. Plus, we mark our sixth year by expanding to run for
six days in Motomachi Park instead of five!

Although this is the sixth year for WMDF itself, for many
WMDF-ers it is our tenth anniversary of organising outdoor
events together. We started in 2003, with a one-day concert
of local artists for 3,000 audience to celebrate the fifth
anniversary of the Hakodate group “Hinoki-ya”. By gradually
expanding from local to national to overseas groups, what
started as an enjoyable day out for us and some friends has
turned into the genuinely international event you see today.

We benefited from stumbling onto a gap in Japan’s events
ecology: although the country is brimming with festivals, there
were no others with a primary focus on inviting groups from
overseas. Because we weren't really expecting this success,
we have the not-so imaginative name of “World Music and
Dance Festival”, with its abbreviation WMDF. “Think big big
big at the beginning” is just one of the “Big Here” lessons that
we learned the hard way. We did better when naming the
Mogu Mogu festival that fills Motomachi Park with booths
(“mogu mogu” is a Japanese onomatopoeia for the sound of
eating).

There is almost no trace of our 2003 “Shin Hakken Yagai
Live” event online. So for WMDF, we observe the “Long Now”
lesson on keeping archives: you will find the WMDF history in
this pamphlet and online. Also, we are recording the thoughts
of people involved in WMDF, for instance our chief bartender
Imori-san, whose interview leads this year's Souvenir Guide
(he was selling drinks at our event in 2003, too).

We invite you to become involved in WMDF’s story.
Information for artists, staff and sponsors is all online in
Japanese and English. Hard to believe that we have been
doing this for so long... And that there are still so many big
lessons to learn.
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WMDF and MoguFes are brought to you by “Worlds Meet Japan”. We are non-profit, and run by volunteers.
Any proceeds of our event go to our work on transformational social and educational projects locally and internationally.
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[#8A%55E] WMDF People: An Interview
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with Masato Imori (Master of Cooktail bar Concord 21)
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Imori-san is a past winner of the All Japan
Cocktail Bartender’s Association bartender
prize. He has run booths at WMDF and helped
us with artist parties since the start. He is the
master of Concord 21 in Honcho.

Interview by lan Frank.
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Pictures show Imori-san’s bar, with his collection of WMDF passes on display.
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WMDF 003 Welcome Party at cafe de perla.
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WMDF 005 Opening Party in the Daimon Green Belt Area.

What do you enjoy about WMDF ?

| like being able to directly meet and interact with
people from many different cultures, especially at the
parties. | have been able to learn about the different
drinking trends of people from different countries, and
how to interact when there is no common language.

Your booth is in the Bunda area. What is good
about being there?

| think the Bunda area has a unified feeling between the
stage and the audience.

Can you give us some background on the
logistics of running your booth?

During the WMDF period it is more than hard! We start
preparation from before the party on Aug 4, and continue
until the end of the party on Aug 11. Since | work in my
own bar after being at WMDF, | sleep only three hours

a day during the festival! The theme of WMDF may be
“Long Now”, but it is getting harder each year... There

is a “double punch”: each year the event gets bigger,
and each year | get one year older!

How about the logistics of running the parties?
So far, almost every party has been in a different venue!
This can make the logistics hard. This year, having the
Welcome Party in Daimon for the second year running
will make it easier to learn from our mistakes. For the
Arigato Party on Aug 11, we are admitting the public
and also using the very large Seinen Center for the first
time, so there is more to plan.

& s r r
BUBEIN—T1—IZEERTIVT, LEHIBIFREDAHAENM,
WMDF 003 Arigato Party at Kokusai Hotel.
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WMDF drink booth in Motomachi Park, run by our volunteer staff.

In what ways has WMDF changed you, or
Concord 21?

As a bartender, | learned a lot. Artists come to the bar
with recipes from their own countries. For instance,
the Basque group ordered ordered lots of “Kalimotxo”.
It is red wine mixed with cola! They drank so much
Kalimotxo that our supply of cola ran out...

In what ways do you think WMDF customers
changed over the years?

There are lots MORE! Compared with other events, |
think people who come to Motomachi Park have good
manners. We say in Japanese “hin no ii".

From what countries would you like to see
WMDF groups?
Scotland! Bagpipes!

Thank you Imori-san. WMDF will try to attract
many more groups, including from Scotland!

Cocktail Bar Concord 21

1-42 Shinon-kan Bld. 1F
Hon-cho Hakodate-shi.
Phone: 0138-56-5331
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Interviewer: lan Frank
(Worlds Meet Japan Co-President, WMDF
Festival Director)



