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Statement for General Release, April 7th 2020

013 WMDF Loses Motomachi Park, International Artists

We regret to announce that edition number 013 of the “World Music and Dance Festival” planned for
August 5 to August 11 in Hakodate’s Motomachi Park cannot be held as planned. The following
signature aspects of the event will not be possible this year: 1) Hosting a large number of overseas
artists, 2) The use of Motomachi Park as a main event location, including all main stages, 3) The
jointly held Mogu Mogu Festival, including application call for booths, 4) The jointly held Waku
Waku Festival in the Perry Hiroba next to Motomachi Park.

013 Will Still Run, But in a Different Form

WMDF will be working hard within the community to still bring some much-needed escape and
brightness to Hokkaido’s summer. We will be pursuing our periodic smaller local events such as
“Worlds Meet Bar”, as public safety conditions allow. There will be large numbers of volunteer staff
and locals who will be hugely disappointed by this year’s absence of the main stages, so we will also
be exploring creative ways that our 013 activities can play a different role in the local community
during these difficult times. We don’t know how it will look yet, but there will be some form of
international collaboration, and maybe some very downsized Mogu booths and Waku activities.

We also appreciate our sponsors and other fundraisers in these hard times; we will be working to
cover our fixed costs such as warehouse storage of event materials, web presence, and other logistics.
The main WMDF festival in Motomachi Park has a lead-time of at least 18 months, so in addition to
carrying out the provisions for significantly down-scaling and re-imagining this year’s activities, we
will be continuing the preparations we are already making for Edition number 014 of WMDF to be
held in 2021.

Downscale Rationale

More than a third of the world’s population is now in lockdown and there is abundant potential for the
situation to persist and to worsen before we see an improvement. Many countries have stringent travel
restrictions involving lengthy quarantine, or even complete reciprocal bans on border crossings for
non-nationals. The state of these regulations is open to change without notice, with the potential for
existing visas to be cancelled without recourse.

Our work with overseas artists since autumn last year cannot survive these or the following
conditions:

1) Restrictions on travel: sudden suspension of international or domestic flights, closure of
embassies, bans from authorities.

2) Excessive risk: the containment and quarantine measures required if a case of corona virus is
found during our event exceeds the level of a volunteer organisation.

3) Business environment: the local economy is highly impacted by the health crisis, with key
sectors both financially constrained and pre-occupied with re-purposing, re-structuring and
other countermeasures.
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WMDFEF’s yearly deadline of April 1 for finalising all logistics details for international artists is now
passed, and with no credible possibility for a realistic alternative hard deadline, the above conditions
force us to abort the signature features of international artists on large outdoor stages.

Some Closing Thoughts

The main tagline of our event is “Every August, for 30,000 people, Worlds Meet in Japan”. Of course,
it is a painful thing for us not to be able to realise this year’s global meeting in person. But, under the
theme of “Long Now, Big Here”, we have completed one 12-year cycle, and although this Edition 013
start to the second cycle is unexpectedly hard, we are sure we can overcome it together. In the face of
these unprecedented conditions, we hope that new and original meetings can be found.

Naturally, in this “Festival Town”, there will be large impacts to the local economy, the many
stakeholders, and the overall brand image of Hakodate. Nevertheless, we believe in the day we can
meet freely again with a smile, and we want to keep hands together and survive. We sincerely hope
that WMDF fans will understand this situation and continue to pour their love into the event.

Last but not least, our thoughts are with everyone suffering from the effects of the coronavirus around
the world. We wish for your fortitude and your safety in these times.

Reference of this year’s planned countries:

Argentina

Belarus

Canada

Indonesia

Iran

Mexico/USA
Russia

Sarawak (Malaysia)
Serbia/Hungary
Switzerland

Uganda

Worlds Meet Japan (WMJ)

General Incorporated Association (GIA)

- Ian Frank, Co-President & WMDF Festival Director

- Naoto Soga, Co-President & WMDF Artistic Director

]



