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WMDF in 2021, For General Release

1 WMDF 014 Loses International Artists

We regret to announce that edition number 014 of the “World Music and Dance Festival”, with the
annual dates of August 5 to August 11, cannot be held as planned. The world conditions force us to
abort the signature features of international artists on large outdoor stages.

2 Towards New Styles of Content

Last year, we held the new “Moats Art” performances in Goryokaku Park, including live streaming.
Also, many small-scale “doko-demo geijutsai” (“arts festival everywhere”) events. We will be
building on those ideas, developing new communities, online skills, and more.

At the same time, the main WMDF festival in Motomachi Park has a lead-time of at least 18 months:
we are already planning a return to a hugely international WMDF in 2022, our 15th anniversary!

3 This Year’s International Situation

We have already negotiated closely with over 30 international groups since our last large-scale event
in 2019, including artists from 10 countries and territories that would be “firsts” for our festival.

However, as spring comes to Hokkaido in 2021, the global outbreak of the new coronavirus infection
(COVID-19), as well as the spread of mutated viruses, is still ongoing. The 1st of April each year is
the deadline for international artists to finalise their WMDF logistics, yet the following barriers still
cannot be faced with confidence:

e Restrictions on movement: sudden suspension of international or domestic flights,
unpredictable and ongoing lockdowns of large areas by countries including Japan.

e Excessive risk: the containment and quarantine measures required if a case of corona virus is
found during our event exceeds the level of a volunteer organisation.

e Business environment: the local economy is highly impacted by the health crisis, with key
sectors both financially constrained and pre-occupied with re-purposing, re-structuring and
other countermeasures.

’7'

4 A New Meaning for “Colonist

Especially to the fans and to the volunteer staff, we would like to apologise for not being able to
announce any specific details at this time.

But the world is changing so much. We hope to look forward together in the most positive way to plan
for safe and fantastic events in the new global environment. Together we can be the “Colonists™:
pioneers of the new “after-Corona” world!

Thanks to all of our sponsors and partners for their amazing support over the last hard 16 months. We
shrunk our maintenance costs to the minimum, but as in 2020, we will need to rely on others’



generosity to help with overheads such as warehouse storage of a park’s worth of goods, essential web
presence, and tax obligations.

Especially to all those who support our jointly staged MoguFes and WakuFes, we are acutely aware of
the enormous impact of the pandemic on lives and livelihoods. We hope to find original ways to see
you again in Motomachi Park or Perry Hiroba.

5 Thank You

At a time when so may be feeling overwhelmed, the “Long Now Big Here” perspective of our festival
theme has yet more resonance.

Last year, we made big efforts to just make sure we could “keep going”, this time maybe the key word
will be “change”.

Like reversing the hands of a clock, the exact same Motomachi Park may not return. But we can work
on preparing the ground for the next alignment at Motomachi Park. There, we can meet the changing
“world” as a community. We believe that with new ways of thinking and new ways of acting, we will
be able to resume with smiles on our faces.

We hope all the fans of the Festival will continue to pour their love into the event.

We express our sympathy to all those who are suffering during the pandemic, and share our wishes for
a speedy recovery for the world.

And to the medical and other responders who have been in the front line for so long, “Bravo!” and
thank you so much.
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Reference of this year’s planned countries:

Argentina

Australia

Austria

Belarus

Belgium

China

Cuba

France

Ghana

India

Indonesia

Iran

Lithuania

Mexico
Netherlands

Poland

Russian Federation
Sarawak (Malaysia)
Serbia/Hungary
Spain

Switzerland
Uganda

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
United States of America

Worlds Meet Japan (WMJ)

General Incorporated Association (GIA)

- Ian Frank, Co-President & WMDF Festival Director

- Naoto Soga, Co-President & WMDF Artistic Director
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